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in need of Welsh protection, my grandfather, Sampson
Vaughan, having some leisure, married Mary Jones, a
worthy compatriot, and came to America on his honey-
moon. He bought a scrub oak farm, which I have no
doubt he called an estate, near Durham, North Carolina,
and with the aid of some negroes, spent the remainder of
his days in cultivating that weed which was introduced
into England by Sir Walter Raleigh. My father, John
Vaughan, it appears, grew tired of hoeing tobacco; and
working with an uncle in Durham became quite an expert
cabinet maker. Later, wishing to see something of the
fabulous West, he enlisted in the quartermaster’s depart-
ment of the United States Army and did his bit in the
construction of Forts Laramie and Kearney.

Recently I motored into the thriving city of Laramie,
Wyoming, with wide open eyes seeking for some evidence
of my father’s handiwork, but seeing nothing which by
the widest stretch of my imagination I could convert
into a fort, I asked an apparently intelligent citizen.
“Oh!” says he, “Old Fort Laramie! It is a hundred miles
or more from here.”” "When father's term of enlistment
expired he found himself in old Missouri and in love
with Adeline Dameron, whom he married, after which
momentous event he returned to the occupation of grow-
ing tobacco,

In my boyhood days when I came across the family
name in English history or in literature it was my habit
to take it to my father and ask if the name mentioned
indicated a relative of his. One day he replied to one of
these interrogations something as follows: “Great men,
indifferent men and even bad men have borne that name.
Pick out the good ones and emulate them; neglect the
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indifferent ones and despise the bad ones.” This sage
advice I have followed. It gives me the unique opportun-
ity of selecting my own ancestors. I can claim relationship
with every good Vaughan and deny all others, and since
among my ancestors there have been as many females as
males I can claim kinship with any good Welshman, be he
living or dead. Should I be rude enough to claim kinship
with Lloyd George he would have more trouble in dis-
proving it than he did in bringing England safely through
the World War. Indeed, I do not believe that he would
undertake so Herculean a task; therefore I will not put
him to the test.

Some years ago my wife and I made an inspection
trip through Wales. I wanted to see something of my
cousins. I had telegraphed to a hotel at Llandudno and
when we alighted from the train at that delightful resort
a porter with a pushcart for our baggage met us. We fol-
lowed him along Vaughan Street and at the hotel the
proprietor greeted me as “Major Vaughan,” as he assured
me that he had reserved his best room for us. I was en-
titled to that appellation, but I wondered how it happened
that my Welsh host was so well acquainted with the heroes
of the Spanish-American War. It was not until three days
later that Major Vaughan of the British Army arrived
and my wonderment was relieved. I may add that there
was no suggestion from either the Boniface or the English
Major that we vacate the best room. I have no doubt
that there were many best rooms in that small hostelry.

The guide book told us that Corsygedol “the old fam-
ily seat of the Vaughans, descendants of an Irish noble-
man” had passed into the hands of a rich Australian by
the name of Dangerfield, but that the present proprietor
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